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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . K| This communication is responsive to 1 0/24/08 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-3,5,7-10,12 and 14-19 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) DAN b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. O Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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1 . M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. Q Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. £3 Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. £3 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to applicant's facsimile communication dated 
1/12/2009. 

2. Status of Claims: 

Claims 1-3, 5, 7-10, 12, 14-19 are pending allowed. 
Claims 4, 6, 11, 13 are canceled. 

Examiner's Amendment 

3. The following Examiner's Amendment is authorized by Naya M. Chatterjee- 
Marathe on 01/12/2009 (See fax communication dated 1/12/2009). 

Claim 1 - 

1 . (Currently Amended) [[An]] A computer-implemented auction method, comprising the 
steps of: 

Receiving , by an exchange server, user selectable update configuration 
information from remote bidders via a distributed computer network, the update 
configuration information including a user selectable time interval for receiving bid status 
updates, wherein the time interval is selected through a graphical user interface of a 
browse r, and wherein the exchange server includes a computer readable memory and a 
processor : 

adjusting the time interval for the update configuration information dynamically as 
the auction is conducted; 
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conducting , by an exchange server, an auction wherein bid information received 
from the remote bidders is compared to determine a bid status and wherein the bid 
status is used to determine the bid status updates for the remote bidders; 

disseminating the bid status updates to the remote bidders via the distributed 
computer network in accordance with the update configuration information; and 

designating an auction winner at the conclusion of the auction in accordance with 
a most competitive bid of the bid status , wh e r ei n th e st e ps of r e c ei v i ng, adjust i ng, 
conduct i ng, d i ss e m i nat i ng, and d e s i gnat i ng ar e p e rform e d by a comput e r . - 

Claim IS- 
IS. (Currently Amended) [[An]] A computer-implemented auction method, comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving , by an exchange server, user selectable update configuration 
information from remote bidders via a distributed computer network, the update 
configuration information including a user selectable time interval for receiving bid status 
updates , and wherein the exchange server includes a computer readable memory and a 
processor ; 

conducting , by an exchange server, an auction wherein bid information received 
from the remote bidders is compared to determine a bid status and wherein the bid 
status is used to determine the bid status updates for the remote bidders, wherein the 
time interval is selected through a graphical user interface of a browser; 
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disseminating the bid status updates to the remote bidders via the distributed 
computer network in accordance with the update configuration information; 

adjusting the time interval for the update configuration information dynamically as 
the auction is conducted and in accordance with a new user selection; 
changing a specification for the item for the auction dynamically as the auction is 
conducted; 

disseminating the changed specification for the item to the remote bidders via the 
distributed computer network in accordance with the update configuration information; 
and 

designating an auction winner at the conclusion of the auction in accordance with 
a most competitive bid of the bid status , wh e r ei n th e st e ps of r e c ei v i ng, conduct i ng, 
d i ss e m i nat i ng th e b i d status updat e s, adjust i ng, chang i ng, d i ss e m i nat i ng th e chang e d 
sp e c i f i cat i on, and d e s i gnat i ng ar e p e rform e d by a comput e r . - 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-3, 5, 7-10, 12, 14-19 are pending and have been allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for the indication of 
allowable subject matter allowance: 

Independent claims 1,10, and 1 8 and their dependent claims 2-3, 5, 7-9, 12, 14- 
17, and 19 are allowed because the closes prior art records including Alaia et al (US 
20020046148), Langseth et al. (US 6,671,715), Parsons et al. (US 6,871,214) and 
Wang et al. (US 6,018,343) in any combination failed to teach or render obvious to one 
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of ordinary skill in the art the following limitations of method the steps: Receiving, by an 
exchange server, user selectable update configuration information from remote bidders 
via a distributed computer network, the update configuration information including a 
user selectable time interval for receiving bid status updates, wherein the time interval is 
selected through a graphical user interface of a browser, and wherein the exchange 
server includes a computer readable memory and a processor; and adjusting the time 
interval for the update configuration information dynamically as the auction is 
conducted. 

5. Additional Prior Art: 

US pat. 5,860,067 (Onda et al.) discloses user interface scheduling system with 
time segment creation and selection, where selecting a segment is done by a mouse, a 
cursor of the mouse must be placed and clicked at a point in the display field of the 
segment. When the segments are consecutively selected by the mouse by repeating 
this action for five times, the five segments are selected all together. When the mouse is 
moved and a new location is designated, the selected segments are moved to the new 
location in the window or in another window. 

US Pat. 6,058,379 (Odom et al.) discloses Real-time network exchange with 
seller specified exchange parameters and interactive seller participation, and the 
auction phase represents the termination of the ability of multiple bidders to bid in an 
individual auction. When there are multiple concurrent auctions, the starting and 
stopping times may be staggered based on factors such as, but not limited to, activity, 
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bid volume, price, or category. The schedule is posted when finalized, which may occur 
during the first interval phase. Any outstanding resting bids are processed during this 
phase. None of the additional prior art renders the claims obvious. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HARISH T. DASS whose telephone number is 
(571)272-6793. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:50 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Abdi Kambiz can be reached on 571-272-6702. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Harish T Dass/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3692 

1/13/2009 
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